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Ajhingcnt medicines are binding, which act by the afperity 
of their particles, whereby they corrugate the membranes, and 
make them draw up clofer. Quincy. 

The juice is very aftringent, and therefore of flow motion. 

Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. N J 64.1 . 
What diminifheth fenfible perfpiration, cncreafeth the in- 
fenfible ; for that rcafon a (lengthening and eftringent diet of- 
ten conduceth to this purpofe. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

A'strograph v. n f [from xrpt and The fcience of 

deferibing the (tars. Dill. 

A'strolabe. n.f. [dr fo?.cs.3is>, of dr«f, and Xa£«r, to take.] 
j . An inftrument chiefly ufed for taking the altitude of the pole, 
the fun or (tars, at fea. 

2. A (tereographick projection of the circles of the fphere upon 
the plain of l’ome great circle. Chambers. 

Astrologer. n.J'. [ ajlrologus , Lat. from and Xsy©-.] 

j. One that, fuppofing the influences of the (tars to have a caufal 
power, profefles to foretel or difeover events depending on 
thole influences. 

Not unlike that which ojlrologers call a conjunction of pla- 
nets, of no very benign afpeCt the one to the other. JVotton. 

A happy genius is the gift of nature : it depends on the in- 
fluence of the (tars, fay the ojlrologers ; on the organs of the 
body, fay the naturalifts ; it is the particular gift of heaven, 
fay the divines, both chriftians and heathens. Drycl. Pr. Dufr. 
Ajlrologers, that future fates forclhew. Pope. 

I never heard a finer fat ire again (1 lawyers, than that of ojlro- 
logers, when they pretend, by rifles of art, to tell when a fuit 
will end, and whether to the advantage of the plaintiff or de- 
fendant. Swift. 

1. It was antiently ufed for one that underllood or explained the 
motions of the planets, without including prediction. 

A worthy ajlrologcr now living, who, by the help of perfpec- 
tive glades, hath found in the (tars many things unknown to 
the ancients, affirms much to have been difeovered in Venus. 

Raleigh’s Hijl, of the World. 
Astrolo'gjan. n.f [from. aftrology.] The farric with af.ro- 
logcr. 

The twelve houfes of heaven, in the form which afrologians 
ufe. Camden. 

The (tars, they fay, cannot difpofe, 

No more than can the afrologian. Hudibras. 

Astrolo'gical. ladj. [from ajlrology.] Relating to aftrology ; 

Astrolo'gick. ) profefling aftrology. 

Some feem a little aftrological , as when they warn us from 
places of malign influence. Wotton. 

No oftrologick wizard honour gains, 

Who has not oft been banilh’d, or in chains. Dryd. Juv. 
Afrological prayers feem to me to be built on as good rea- 
fon as the predictions. Stilling/!. Def. of Difc. on R Idol. 

The poetical fables are more ancient than the ajlrological in- 
fluences, that were not known to the Greeks till after Alexan- 
der the Great. BentleJ s Sermons. 

Astrolo'cically. etch, [from afrology . ] In an aftrological 
manner. 

To Astro'logize. v. n. [from ajlrology. ~\ To praCtife aftro- 
logy- 

ASTItO'LOGY. n.f. [aftrologia, Lat.] The praCtice of fore- 
telling things by the knowledge of the ftars ; an art now gene- 
rally exploded, as without reafon. 

I know it hath been the opinion of the learned, who think 
of the art of afrology , that the ftars do not force die actions or 
wills of men. Swift. 

Astro'nomer. n.f. [fromdfvo,, a (far, and >V©-, a rule or law.] 
He that (tudies the eeleftial motions, and die rules by which 
they are governed. 

The motions of factions under kings, ought to belike the 
motions,as thcajironomcrs fpeakof, in the inferiour orbs. Bacon. 
The old and new ajlronomers in vain 
Attempt the heav’nly motions to explain. Blackmorc. 

Since afronomers no longer doubt of the motion of the pla- 
nets about the fun, it is fit to proceed upon that hypothefis. 

Locke. 

AstRONo'mical. ladj. [from afronomy ] Belonging to ailro- 
AstRONo'mick. J nomjr. 

Our forefadiers marking certain mutations to happen in the 
fun’s progrefs through the zodiack, diey regiftrate and fet them 
down in their afronomical canons. Brown s V ulgar Errours. 

Can he not pafs an ajlronomick line, 

Or does he dread th’ imaginary fign. 

That he fhould ne’er advance to either pole. Biackmore. 
Astronomically. adv. [from afronomical .] In an aftroRo- 
mical manner. 

ASTRONOMY, n. f. [aV^cwfda, from deft, a ftar, and a 
law, or rule.] A mixed mathematical fcience teaching the 
knowledge of the eeleftial bodies, their magnitudes, motions, 
diftanccs, periods, eclipfcs, and order. The origin of afro- 
nomy is uncertain ; but from Egypt it travelled into Greece, 
where Pythagoras was the firft European who taught that the 
earth and planets turn round the fun, which (lands immoveable 
in the center ; as he himfelf had been inftructcd by the Egyp- 
tian priefts. From the time of Pythagoras, ajlronomy funk in- 
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to negleCt, till it was revived by the Ptolemys, kings of £ , ■ 
and the Saracens, after their conqueft 0 f that country ’ 5^*' 
acquired fome knowledge of it, brought it from Africa to ^ 
and again reltored this iciencc to Europe, where it has fin^*" 1 ’ 
ccived very confidcrable improvements. q. Cerc “ 

To this mull be added the underftanding of the gl 0 b« 

2 principles of geometry and agronomy. ~ C-i 


the 


A'stroscopy. n.f [anif, a ftar, and <n.rsit, to view.l Okr'' 
vation of the ftars. 

Astro-theology, n.f. [from allrum, altar, and theohHa s' 
vinity.] Divinity founded on the oblervation of the cel Vi 
bodies. 

That the diurnal and annual revolutions arc the motions f 
the terraqueous globe, not of the fun, I fnew in the preface of 
my Afro-Theology. __ Derhani iPhyfias-ThtdL 

Asu'nder. adv. [aj-unbpan, Sax.] Apart; feparately; nft/j 
gether. 

Two indirect lines, tire further that they arc drawn out, the 
further they go a funder. Spenfer on lni a „i 

Senfc thinks the planets fpheres not much ajunder ; 

What tells us then their diftance is fo far. Sir J. D c -;.. 

Greedy hope to find 

His wi(h, and bed advantage, us afunder. Paradife Loft,b\ x _ 
Thefall’n archangel, envious of ourftate. 

Seeks hid advantage to betray us worfe ; 

Which, when afunder , will not prove too hard. 

For both together are each other’s guard. Dryd. Stahofhn, 
Born far afunder by the tides of men. 

Like adamant and (teel they meet agen. Dryd. Falk 

All this mctallick matter, both that which continued of. 
dcr, and in fingle corpulcles, and that which was amafled and 
concreted into nodules, fubfided. Woodward's Nat. Hhi. 

Asy'lum. n.f. [Lat. eurvMr, from *. not, and to pillast.J 
A place out of which he that has fled to it, may not be takeil; 1 
faniftuary ; a refuge. 

So facrcd was the church to fome, that it had the right of an 
af-lum , or fanctuary. Aylife's Pertrpn. 

Asv'mmetry. n.f. [from a, without, and fymmetry,] 

1. Contrariety to fymmetrv ; difproportion. 

The afymmctrics of the brain, as well as the deformities of 
the legs or face, may be rectified in time. Grad’s Cojm. Sam. 

2. This term is fometimes ufed in mathematicks, for what is 
more ufually called incommcnfurability ; when between two 
quantities there is no common meafure. 

A'symptote. n.f. [from a, priv. ovr, with, and ciw, to fall; 
which never meet; incoincident.] Ajymptatcs are right lines, 
which approach nearer and nearer to fome curve; but which, 
though they and their curve were infinitely continued, would 
never meet ; and may be conceived as tangents to their curves 
at an infinite diftance. Chambers. 

Afymptote lines, though they may approach (till nearer toge- 
ther, till they are nearer than the leall aflignablc diftance, yet, 
being (till produced infinitely, will never meet. Grew’s Co/ie. 

Asympto'tical. adj. [from afymptote.] Curves are faid to be 
a/ymptotical, when they continually approach, without a pofiihi- 
lity of meeting. 

AST N DETON. n.f. [ainM/lor, of a, priv. and n-M »•, to bind to- 
gether.] A figure in grammar, when a conjunction copula- 
tive is omitted in a fentence; as in veni , vidi, vici, c?is 
left out. 

At. prep, [aer, Saxon.] 

1 . At before a place, notes the ncarnefs of the place ; as 2 nun 
is at the houfe before he is in it. 

This cuftom continued among many, to fay their praversdt 
fountains. Stillingf eel's Def. of Dijc. on Romijh lusletrj. 

To all you ladies now at land 
We men at fca indite. Budhurj.. 

2 . At before a word fignifying time, notes the cocxiftenccoi tfct 

time with the event; die word time is fometimes included u 
the adjcCtive. ; , 

We thought it at the very firft a fign of cold affection. Bxsir. 

How frequent to defert him, and at laft 
To heap ingratitude on worthicll deeds. Milt. Samp, Up- 
At the fame time that the ftorm beats upon the whole fpe- 
cies, wc arc falling foul upon one another. Addfm.Sptci. 

We made no efforts at all, where we could have IWJH' VC3 ' 
kened die common enemy, and, at the fame time, en.'C y 
ourfelves. . , U ' J 

3. At before a caufal word fignifies nearly the fame as with. 

At his touch, 

Such fluidity bath heav’ngiv’n his hand, , 

They prcfently amend. Shakefp. bum 

O fir, when he (hall hear of your approach, 

If that young Arthur be not gone already, . 

Ev’n at this news he dies. Shakefp. K‘ n S r ' 

Much at the fight was Adam in his heart . 

Difmay’d. Milton's Paradife Lofts » 

High o’er their heads a moulding rock is plac d. 

That promifes a fall, and (hakes at ev’ry blail. 

At before a fuperlativc adjedive implies in tbeftlate, as > J 
in the (late of moft perfection, & e. 

Con- 








A T A 


are not 
South. 


b. 


Confider any man as to his perional powers, they 
preat • for, at greateft, thev mult ftid be limited. 

E Wc bring into the world with us a poor needy uncer — — ’ 
(liort at the longclt, and unquiet at the belt. P 

At before a perfon, is feldom ufed otherwife than ludicroully , 
as he longed to be at him, that is, to attack him. 

At before la fubftandve fometimes fignifies the particular con- 
dhiort or drcumftanccs of the perfen ; as, at peace, in a Hate of 

P cace ' Under pardon, 

You are much more at tafk for want or wild om, 

'I’han prais’d for harmful mildnefs. 


8. 


A 


ATARAXIA. y.f [*• 


A'taraxy. 


xtx^clL 
tranquillity. 
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.] Exemption from vexation » 


The fccpticks affected an indifferent equiponderous ncutra- 
itv, as the only means to their aluraxia, and freedom From pal - 
Innate difturbanccs. Glanvi lie's Steffis Sclent, fea. 


1 HI - Shakefp. King Lear. 

h bri* 11 «> etir the Treafii" re of a realm into a few hands : for the 
ufurcr bemg at certainties, and others at uncertainties, at the 
the end of die game molt of the money will be m the box. 5* r. 
Hence walk’d the fiend at large in fpacious field. 1 . Lojt. 
The reft, for whom no lot is yet decreed, > 

May run in paftures, and at pleafure feed. Dryden s / irgil. 

Dclerted, at his utmoll need, ... 

By thofe his former bounty fed. . Dryden’ s St. Lacilia. 

' What hinder’d either in their native foil, 

At cafe to reap the harvell of their toil. Dryden s Fables. 
Wife men are fometimes over-borne, when they are taken at 
a difadvantage. Collier of Confidence. 

Thefe have been the maxims they have been guided by : 
take thefe from them, and they are perfectly at a lofs, their 
compafs and polc-ftar then are gone, and their underftanding is 
perfectly at a nonplus. Locke. 

One man manages four horfes at once, and leaps from the 
back of another at full fpced. Pope’s Ejfay on Homer’s Battles. 

They will not la me be at quiet in my bed, but purluc me 
to my very dreams. Swift. 

At before a fubllantive fometimes marks employment or atten- 
tion. 

We find fome arrived to that fottiftinefs, as to own roundly 
what they would be at. South. 

How d’ye find yourfdf, fays the doctor to his patient ? A little 
while after he is at it again, with a pray how d’ye find your 
body ? L'Ef range. 

But (he who well enough knew what, 

Before he fpoke, he would be at. 

Pretended not to apprehend. Hudibras. 

The creature’s at his dirt)' work again. ^ Pope. 

At fometimes the fame with furnijhedwith, after the French a. 
Inf ufe his brealt with magnanimity, 

And make him naked foil a man at arms. Shak. Henry VI. 

9. At fometimes notes the place where any thing is, or aCts. 

Your hufband is at hand, I hear his trumpet. Sh.M. ofVcn. 
He that in tracing the veflels began at the heart, though he 
thought not at all of a circulation ; yet made he the firft true 
Itep towards the difeovery. Grew’s Cofmologia Sacra. 

There various news I heard, of love and ftrife. 

Of ftorms at fea, and travels on the fliorc. Pope. 

jo. At fometimes fignifies in coniequence of. 

Impeachments at the profecution of the houfe of commons, 
have received their determinations in the houfe of lords. Hale. 

11. At- marks fometimes the cfFcCt proceeding from an aCt. 

Reft in this tomb, rais’d at thy hufband’s coft. Dryden. 
Tom has been at the charge of a penny upon this occafion. 

Addifon. SpeSlator, N' J 482. 
Thofe may he of ufe to confirm by authority, what they will 
not be at the trouble to deduce by reafon ing. Arbuth. on Alim. 

1 2. At fometimes is nearly the fame as in, noting fituation. 

She hath been known to come at the head of thefe rafeals, 
and beat her lover. Swift. 

1 3. At fometimes marks the occafion, like on. 

Others, with more helpful care, 

Cry’d out aloud. Beware, brave youth, beware ! 

At this he turn’d, and, as the bull drew near, 

Shunn’d, and receiv’d him on his pointed fpear. Dryden. 

14. At fometimes feems to fignify in the power of, or obedient to. 

But thou of all the kings, Jove’s care below, 

Art lead at my command, and moft my foe. Dryd. Iliad. 

15. At fometimes notes the relation of a man to an aCtion. 

To make pleafure the vehicle of health, is a doCtor at it in 
good earned. Collier of Friendjhip. 

1 6. At fometimes imports the manner of an aCtion. 

One warms you by degrees, the other fetsyou on fire all at 
once, and never intermits his heat. Dryden' s Fables, Pref. 

Not with lefs ruin than the Bajan mole, J ’ 

At once comes tumbling down. " Dryden’ s /Eneid. 

1 7. At, like the French chest, means fometimes application to or 
dependence on. 

The word authors might endeavour to pleafe us, and in that 


endeavour deferve fomething at our hands. 

18. Atoll. In any manner; in any degree. 

Nothing more true than what you once let fall, 
t Mod women have no characters at all. 

A tabal. n.f A kind of tabour ufed by the Moors. 

Children (hall beat our atabals and drums, 

Shall wake the peaceful mom. Dryden s Don Sebafian. 


Pope. 


Pope. 


lity, 

donate difturbanccs. 

Ate. The preterite of eat. See To Eat. 

And by his fide, his deed the giafty forage ate. tatry 
Even our firft parents ate themfelves out > f paradife ; and 
Job’s children junketted and feafted together often. South. 

ATHA'NOR. n.f [a chymical term, borrowed from > 5 
or, as others think, 70,-1.] A digefting furnace, to keep heat 
for fome time; fo that it may be augmented or dimimlhcd at 
pleafure, by opening or (hutting fome apertures made on pur- 
pofe with Aiders over them, called regifters. jumey. 

A'theism. n.f. [from athcifl. It is only of two fyl. ables in poe- 
try.] Thedifbeliefofa God. - 

God never wrought miracles to convince atheifm, becaule 
his ordinary works convince it. Bacon sE Jays. 

It is the common intcrcft of mankind, to punifh all thofe v. ho 
would feducc men to atheifm. Tiilotfon. 

A'THEIST. n.f [<».©-, without God.] One that denies the 
exiftence of God. 

To thefe, that fober race of men, wliofe lives 
Religious, titled them the Tons of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fome. 

Ignobly ! to the trains, and to the fmiles 
Of thefe fair atheifs. Miltons Paradife Loft, b. xi. 

Though he were really a fpcculative atheifl, yet ii he would 
but proceed rationally, lie could not however be a practical 
atheift, nor live without God in this world. South. 

Atheifl, ufe thine eyes, 

And having view’d the order of the (kies, 

Think, if thou canft, that matter blindly hurl’d, 

Without a guide, fhould frame this wond’ious world. Creech. 
No athcijl, as fuch, can be a true friend, an afteClionate re- 
lation, or a loyal fubjeCt. Bentley s Sermons. 

Atheist, adj. Athciftical; denying God. 

Nor (food unmindful Abdiel to annoy 
The atheift crew. Milton’s P aradife Loft, L vi. 

Atheistical, adj. [from atheift.'] Given to atheifm ; im- 
pious. 

Men are athciftical, becaufe they arc firft vicious ; and ques- 
tion the truth of chriftianity, becaufe they hate the practice. 

South. 

Atiiei'stically. adv. [from athciftical.] In an atheiftical 
manner. 

Is it not enormous, that a divine, hearing a great (inner talk 
atheift ically, and fcofF profanely at religion, fhould, iuftead of 
vindicating the truth, tacitely approve the fcofter. South. 

I entreat fuch as arc atheiftically inclined, to confider thefe 
things. Tiilotfon. 

Athei'sticalness. n.f. [from atheiftical.] The quality of 
being athciftical. 

Lord, purge out of all hearts profonenefs and athcifticalnefs. 

Hammond ’ s Fuiidamentals. 

Athei'stick. adj. [from atheift.] Given to atheifm. 

This argument demonftrated the exiftence of a Deity, and 
convinced all atheijlick gainfoyers. Ray on the Creation. 

A'thel, Atheling, Adel, and RLthel. [from adel, noble. 
Germ.] So JEthclred is noble for counfel ; ALthelard, a noble ge- 
nius ; . Etkelbert , eminently noble ; /Ethclward, a noble protestor. 

Gibfon’s Camden. 

A'theous. adj. [a'h©-.] Atheiftick ; godlefs. 

Thy Father, who is holy, wife, and pure, 

Suffers the hypocrite, or atheous prieft. 

To tread his facred courts. Paradife Regained, b. i. 

ATHERO'MA. n.f. from iicirc, pap or pulfe.] Afpe- 
cies of wen, which neither caufes pain, difcolours the (kin, nor 
yields eafily to the touch. 

If the matter forming them, refembles milk curds, the tu- 
mour is called atheroma ; if it be like honey, moliceris ; and 
if compofed of fat, or a fuety fubftance, tteatoma. Sharp. 
Athero'matous. adj. [from atheroma.] Having the qualities 
of an atheroma, or curdy wen. 

Feeling the matter fluctuating, I thought it atheromatous. 

li ftman s Surgery. 

Athi rst, adv. [from a and thirft.] Thirfty; in want of drink. 
With fcanty meafure then fupply their food ; 

And, when athirft , reftrain ’em from the flood. Dryden. 
Athle'tick. adj. [from athleta, Lat. aSM-rj-;,, a wreftler.] 

1. Belonging to wreftling. 

2. Strong of body ; vigorous ; lufty ; robuft. 

Seldom (hall one fee in rich families that athletick foundnefs 

and vigour of conftitution, which is feen in cottages, where 
nature is cook, and neceffity caterer. South. 

Science diftinguilhes a man of honour from one of thofe 
athletick brutes, whom undefervedly we call heroes. Dryden. 
Athwa'rt. p re p- [from a and thwart.] 

1. Acrol’s ; tranfvcrfe to any thing. 

vul to ureaKius Driagc atbwqrt the Hdlefpont. 

2 Bacons EJfays. 

Execrable 
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